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City of Rockford Update

Head Start Hosts Open Houses for Community

The month of October has been proclaimed as Head Start Awareness Month, a time to to celebrate
the efforts and work of the City of Rockford Head Start Program.

Head Start is a federally funded program that works with children and parents from households
with economic problems or extenuating or troubling circumstances. Working in three areas in Rock-
ford (Orton Keyes, Fairgrounds, and Dennis Early Education Center), Head Start offers quality learn-

ing programs focused on early intervention, school readiness, health and nutrition , and family and
community engagement. Inside this issue

Head Start Awareness Month..1

Connecting With Citizens, One “Like” at a Time

After a brief hiatus from the social media scene, the City of Rockford is upping its efforts in transpar-
ency and communication with its residents.

COR Amps up Social Media...... 1

Auburn Roundabout is Up ....... 2
There have never been more opportunities than now to influence policy and get your word out.

Whether it is by following the City’s facebook page (www.facebook.com/cityofrockford), twitter Child Abuse Council e, 2
account (www.twitter.com/cityofrockford), Nixle (http://nixle.com/city/il/rockford/ ) or even by

going to the City’s official webpage (www.rockfordil.gov), involvement has never been easier.

Final City Market.........cccceeueeue 2
Residents can make suggestions, find out how to contact their local alderman and policymakers, and

d load the minut d das for City C il tings they’d like to attend.
ownload the minutes and agendas for City Council meetings they’d like to atten Fireland|Halloween Safety. 3

Creating an accessible forum for the trading of thoughts, ideas, and criticisms is just one way we’re
working to keep Rockford connected. e W EEE o 4

& 3 @

First Etsy Graduates................. 4

City Contact Information........... 5
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Auburn/N. Main Roundabout is Rolling Along

When the Old Four way intersection at Au-
burn and Main was tested in a variety of
traffic tests, on an ABCDF scale, it scored an F
in all four legs of testing. It was simply poorly
performing intersection. There was nowhere
to go but up.

In an effort to rectify these flaws, the City of
Rockford hired and retained multiple partners
to help design, coordinate, and improve upon
the intersection. Teska and Associates, a
community planning and landscape architec-
ture firm; Metro Transportation, a traffic
engineering company; Hanson Professional
Services, a consulting group to analyze and
improve upon our system; and a plethora of
other experts in the field were all consulted to
improve on the flawed system. Based upon an
alternatives analysis of all the other types of
intersections we could have provided, the
only cost effective and feasible means of
improving the intersection was pioneer the

first two lane roundabout on a State—Highway
System in lllinois.

After the first couple weeks, commuters in
the City can already tell a difference. On Face-
book, Wester Wuori lauds the intersection,
claiming that “(I) have been traveling that
intersection for almost 15 years on my work
commute. The roundabout is a HUGE im-
provement and has shaved 3-5 mins off my
time each way. Do the math on that and it's
incredible. Great progress and excellent work
by the City. “

Matt Vitner, City Engineer, elaborated on the
future of the project. Stating that eventually
the roundabout would become a point of
pride for Rockford. “ It elevates the bar for
creating decor. Making it not just being a
destination, but for people to come and revi-
talize their neighborhood, to say they live by
the roundabout. They’re creating a brand.”

“The roundabout is a HUGE improvement and has shaved 3-5 mins off my time
each way.” Wester Wuori, facebook user.

The End of Market Season

This Friday the 11" brought the 2013
Season of City Market to an end.
With a constant influx of both musi-
cal talent, fresh food, and some of
the most invigorating and unique
businesses of the Rockford area, the
City Market is a steady source of

pride to the citizens of Rockford

The final City Market of the season
was celebrated with a performance
by the Jodi Beach Trio, and a plethora
of decorated booths for the “Fall

Festival.”

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDINC
ROCKFORD CITY MARK ﬁ

§ ROCKFORDCITYMARKET.COM
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Crusader Against Child Abuse Speaks at U of |

Erin Merryn, the creator and founder of the eponymous Erin’s Law came to the University of
Illinois School of Medicine this past Saturday in order to speak at the Child Abuse Summit.

The Summit, which had more than 100 people from all spheres of life attend, brought together
experts in the field to showcase and highlight the dangers of child abuse to Winnebago county.
Alderman Tim Durkee, who also leads the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the uni-
versity, introduced the topic and speakers to an auditorium filled with students, teachers, and
other professionals who gathered to recognize and combat child abuse and negligence.

Ms. Merryn provides unique insight and unprecedented understanding of the plight of an abused
child, because she herself is a survivor of childhood sexual abuse. During her keynote address to
the people of Rockford, she recants the story of her life. With the aid of her own childhood dia-
ry, she presented a first-hand account of the emotions and fear of an abused youth. Her story is
one of both sadness and hope, eventually leading up to her taking up the crusade for children’s
rights and championing Erin’s Law.

Erin’s Law is a set of policies that provide that the Comprehensive Health Education Program
“reuires age-appropriate sexual abuse and assault awareness and prevention education in grades
Pre-kindergarten through 12.”

Erin’s law first passed in lllinois, where Ms. Merryn grew up. She emphasizes that while she went
through tornado drills, fire drills, bus drills, stranger danger, and how to say NO to drugs, she was
never educated on what to do in the case of sexual abuse. Her law mas made to combat that.

In the United States of America, there are an estimated 5 child fatalities a day to abuse or negli-
gence.

You can reach the lllinois Child Abuse Hotline at 1-800-25-Abuse (1-800-252-2873)



Halloween Safety Tips!

Help Rockford kids have a safe and happy Halloween with these simple tips.
Rockford Trick or Treat hours are from 5:30-7:30 P.M.
. Leave outside lights on

° Motorists should watch for children

(] Don’t let kids trick-or-treat alone, have them go with a grown-up and visit neigh-

borhoods you know.

o Make sure costumes allow kids to move, see, and hear easily. Use fun glow-in-
the-dark stickers. Urge kids to carry a flashlight or glow stick

(] Check Candy
o Supervise pumpkin carving

. Consider Hosing a Halloween Party

For More Information, Contact:
Sgt. Carla Redd, 815-987-5041

Rockford City Budget in the Works

The Rockford City Budget is currently in the works, with the entire document

available for download on the City website. Below you’ll find a snapshot compari-

son of this year and last year’s budget.

CITY OF ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS

2014 BUDGET

GENERAL FUND BY DEPARTMENT AND CLASSIFICATION

PERCENT 20132014 20132014

2014 2013 OF TOTAL INCREASE PERCENT

AGENCIES BUDGET BUDGET CHANGE ~  (DECREASE]  CHANGE
MAYOR 75049 629727 04 $45,422 72
COUNCIL 567,751 576,702 (0) (8951) (L6)
LEGAL 171865 1,592,576 11 126,077 79
FINANCE 6905124 6985809 (07) (80,685 (12)
WIBOPS 529,098 535,950 (01) (6:852) (13)
POLICE 50,587,612 45,833,351 397 4,704,261 103
FIRE 15376133 40809279 386 1,566,854 112
PW-ADMINISTRATION 318 361,351 01 10,867 30
ENGINEERING 1,041,229 891,346 13 149,883 168
STREETS 10464790 835169 178 2,113,097 253
TRAFFIC 4079469 3814320 22 265,149 70
CD-ADMINISTRATION 235238 21,417 (01) (6:179) 26)
PLANNING 623,625 527,457 08 96,168 182
BUILDING INSP 300732 3071516 (02) (24,204) (08)
FIRE & POLICE COMM 286,055 218,485 06 67,570 309
ELECTION COMMISSION 805,539 981,280 (L5) (175,741) (179
HUMAN RESOURCES 70735 709347 00 (1,995) (03)
MASS TRANSIT 1274000 1,274,000 00 0 00
APPROPRIATION 129246347 117,405,606 99 11840741 101

Fall Fire Department Tips

Last week was dedicated to Fire
Prevention. In the Spirit of the Sea-
son, here are some tips to keep your
kitchen safer.

Stay in the kitchen when you
are frying, grilling, broiling, or
boiling food.

If you must leave the room,
even for a short period of time,
turn off the stove.

When you are simmering,
baking, or roasting food, check
it regularly, stay in the home,
and use a timer to remind you.

If you have young children, use
the stove’s back burners when-
ever possible. Keep children
and pets at least three away
from the stove.

When you cook, wear clothing
with tight-fitting sleeves.

Keep potholders, oven mitts,
wooden utensils, paper and
plastic bags, towels, and any-
thing else that can burn, away
from your stovetop.

Clean up food and grease from
burners and stovetops.

Ensure that the definition of a
recreational fire is met (fire is
only for cooking food).

Limit the size of the recreation-
al fire to no larger than approx-
imately 2’ x 2’ x 2" using sea-
soned, dry firewood only.

Burn at a reasonable hour
Check with all neighbors
(courtesy and health or envi-

ronmental issues).

Have a hose or fire extinguisher
present to extinguish the fire.

Consider weather conditions
(wind, dry conditions, etc.)



Contact Information

Rockford Police
Department

420 West State Street
Rockford, IL 61101-1288
Phone: (815) 987-5839
Fax: (815) 961-3208
TDD: (815) 987-5495
Emergency: 911
Non-Emergency:

(815) 966-2900

Rockford Fire Department
204 South First Street
Rockford, IL 61104
Phone: (815)987-5645
Fax:(815)987-5737

City Hall

425 E. State Street
Rockford, IL 61104

Hours of Operation: Mon -
Fri 8AM - 5PM

Customer Service
815-987-5700

City Hall

425 E. State Street
Rockford, IL 61104

Hours of Operation: Mon -
Fri 8AM - 5PM

Customer Service
815-987-5700

Finance Department
815-987-5643

Legal Department
815-987-5540

Mayor's Office
815-987-5590

Human Resources Department

815-987-5580

Human Services Department
815-987-5782

Community and Economic Devel-

opment Department
815-987-5600

Rockford Produces First Etsy Entrepreneur
Graduates

Thursday, October 10th, the first class en-

rolled in the Rockford Etsy— Craft Entrepre-
neurship Program graduated.

Etsy’s partnership with Rockford began as
Mayor Morrissey tweeted to Etsy’s CEO
about creating an “Etsy Economy.” Following
the completion of the program, New York City
has adopted a similar Etsy Program. For more
information, visit http://www.etsy.com/
blog/news/2013/etsy-and-rockford-team-up-
on-craft-entrepreneurship/

Larry Morrissey L~ W Follow

@chaddickerson Since we need an "Etsy
Economy" has Etsy begun any partnerships
with high schools or job training? We'd love
to explore.

4~ Reply T3 Retweet W Favorite eee More

The 4 week long program, which started on
September 18th, was designed to foster busi-
ness and marketing skills, while improving on
the talents that many of the participants
already possessed.

Each of the twelve students was a resident of
public housing with the Rockford Housing
Authority (RHA), and each possessed the skill
to create a commodity that could be market-
ed on the Etsy website, including jewelry
making, woodwork, photography, and more.

Etsy is an online marketplace that deals in
buying and selling unique (and often home- 1 4 onBnf)
made) goods. Their mission is to “re-imagine

commerce in ways that build a more fulfilling

and lasting world.”

[llinois Comptroller Announces Database for
State Funds, “The Warehouse.”

Illinois Comptroller, Judy Baar Topinka was joined at Rockford City Hall by Mayor Larry Morrissey
of Rockford and Mayor Darryl Lindberg of Loves Park, to announce the creation of a new website
that would increase financial transparency and accountability. “The Warehouse,” compiles more

than 9,2000 financial reports from counties, municipalities, and taxing districts. You can find it at

warehouse.illinoiscomptroller.com

The website allows you to check in on your city’s population, number of employees, total reve-
nue, total debt, audits, financial reports, tif reports, and more. The website also allows for the
comparison of information between two city's, allowing users to examine cities in comparison to
similar communities.

Comptroller Topinka stated that the website was important because, “government acts more
responsibly when people are watching. And here you’ve got millions of eyes, that conceivably can
be watching. It'll keep people on the straight and narrow!” Mayor Morrissey agreed with the
sentiment, stating that “we want to run Rockford like a business, shrewd and watchful with mon-
ey, . This tool will allow us to better analyze and watch ourselves.”



http://www.etsy.com/blog/news/2013/etsy-and-rockford-team-up-on-craft-entrepreneurship/�
http://www.etsy.com/blog/news/2013/etsy-and-rockford-team-up-on-craft-entrepreneurship/�
http://www.etsy.com/blog/news/2013/etsy-and-rockford-team-up-on-craft-entrepreneurship/�
http://www.etsy.com/blog/news/2013/etsy-and-rockford-team-up-on-craft-entrepreneurship/�
http://www.etsy.com/blog/news/2013/etsy-and-rockford-team-up-on-craft-entrepreneurship/�
http://www.etsy.com/blog/news/2013/etsy-and-rockford-team-up-on-craft-entrepreneurship/�
http://www.etsy.com/blog/news/2013/etsy-and-rockford-team-up-on-craft-entrepreneurship/�
http://www.etsy.com/blog/news/2013/etsy-and-rockford-team-up-on-craft-entrepreneurship/�
http://www.etsy.com/blog/news/2013/etsy-and-rockford-team-up-on-craft-entrepreneurship/�

	City of Rockford Update

	﻿City of Rockford, Illinois



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



