
DOWNTOWN 
ROCKFORD  

STRATEGIC PLAN 
PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

PRESENTATION 
01.26.15 



STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS 

ASSETS TO BUILD ON 
•  Events bring a lot of people to 

Downtown (Stroll on State, 
City Market, Chalk Art Festival, 
etc.) 

•  Many organizations and 
citizens already engaged with 
street and storefront activation 

•  Lots of development currently 
going on that can be built 
upon (Amerock, Ingersoll, 
Prairie Street Brewhouse, etc.) 

 
 



STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS 

GREATEST CHALLENGES 
•  Work of various groups needs 

more coordination 
•  Lack of consistency in design 

standards 
•  Vacant historic buildings  
•  Landlords reluctant to invest 

money in rehab until guaranteed 
tenants 

•  Need more movement of people 
within downtown 

•  Maintaining day-to-day vibrancy 

	
  
	
  



STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS 

Madison (Ice House to City         
Market) 
 
Morgan/S. Main 
 
Main (State to Park) 
 
Main (Cedar to State) 
 
7th Street/4th Avenue 
 
Chick Hotel 
 
Barber Coleman campus 
 
Museum Campus 
 
Area around Amerock 
 
Trek Building 
 
Ingersoll 
 
Charles corridor 

	
  
	
  



PREVIOUS PLANS 



PREVIOUS PLANS 



DOWNTOWN FOCUS AREA AND 
SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOODS 



PREVIOUS PLANS – CATALYTIC PROJECTS 



CURRENT REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 



HISTORIC PROPERTIES AVAILABLE FOR REDEVELOPMENT 



INFILL OPPORTUNITIES 



GROUND FLOOR VACANCY WITHIN THE FOCUS AREA 



DESTINATIONS WITHIN THE FOCUS AREA 



EVENTS WITHIN THE FOCUS AREA 



CITY MARKET 



STROLL ON STATE 



SCREW CITY BEER FEST 



THE “A” STREETS AND POTENTIAL GATEWAYS 



THE “A” STREETS AND POTENTIAL GATEWAYS 

A-Street: 
 
A street that is designed with or 
otherwise characterized by features that 
promote the safety, comfort, and convenience of 
pedestrians. Such streets typically feature sidewalks at least 
five feet wide, narrow streets, buildings pulled up close to 
the street, pedestrian-scaled lighting, on-street parking, 
aligned building facades, building entrances on the street, 
and a modest turning radius. 
 
As defined by The Lexicon of New Urbanism 
Duany, Plater-Zyberk Co.  



“A” STREETS 

EDGEWOOD – ATLANTA, GA 



POTENTIAL GATEWAYS 

LINCOLN SQUARE – CHICAGO, IL 



RETAIL FRONTAGE:  STATE STREET 



STOREFRONTS:  MADISON STREET 



STOREFRONTS:  MAIN STREET 



STOREFRONTS:  “A” STREETS 



OBSERVATIONS WITHIN THE FOCUS AREA 

MAIN STREET - ROCKFORD 



OBSERVATIONS WITHIN THE FOCUS AREA 

STATE STREET - ROCKFORD 



OBSERVATIONS WITHIN THE FOCUS AREA 

MAIN STREET, BMO - ROCKFORD 



OBSERVATIONS WITHIN THE FOCUS AREA 



A LITTLE TLC! 


