
Rockford Historic Preservation Commission 
September 14, 2010 — 6:00 PM 

 
 
 
Present: Janna Bailey,  Maureen Flanagan,  Mark McInnis, Scott Sanders,  
  David Hagney 
 
Absent:  Doug Mark, Vickie Krueger 
 
Staff:  Sandra Hawthorne, Jessica Roberts 
 
Other:    Mike Tiburtini 

         
 

Approval of Minutes 

Meeting of August 10, 2010  

A MOTION was made by Mark McInnis to APPROVE the minutes of the August 10, 2010 
meeting as amended.   The Motion was SECONDED by Janna Bailey and CARRIED by a vote of 
4-0 with Scott Sanders abstaining as he was absent from the August meeting. 

New Business 

Certificate of Appropriateness 

409-415 Kishwaukee Street Demolition 
The garage has already been demolished.   Maureen Flanagan stated if a garage is not rebuilt 
landscaping requirements can be applied.  Michael Tiburtini, representing the Applicant, stated 
the garage had a number of violations.  The garage was demolished with no permit and the 
permit was received after the Applicant was sent a violation noticed for no permit.  Because this is 
more than a single or two family use, the code does not require a new garage to be built in place 
of the demolished one.  Mr. McInnis was concerned that if this is Approved by the Commission, it 
opens the door to other demolitions in historic districts without permits and once demolished the 
Commission has no retributive action.  Jessica stated the conditions of a typical building permit 
for a demolition addresses the paved area, in that generally the remnant is removed and seeded 
with landscaping and returned to greenspace.  In this case, the concrete floor of the garage is 
remaining.  The existing property line and the existing garage pad are quite close together.  Mr. 
Sanders felt there was enough of an area to plant screening material .  He further stated the north 
end of this property is a “dump area”, including barb wire.  There was confusion on what option 
the Board had at this point, since the Applicant had already demolished the garage, rendering the 
Commission’s input mote.  Mr. Sanders stated the Commission can impose requirements of a site 
plan for landscaping or improvements required after demolition.  He asked how the members felt 
about requiring a landscaping plan.  There were questions on landscaping requirements as they 
pertain to zoning code.  Mr. Sanders asked how the Commission felt about laying over this item 
to require the Applicant to provide a landscaping plan. 
 
Mr. Tiburtini had no knowledge of what the Applicant’s plan for this parcel was, nor did he know 
how many units were in the building. 
 

A MOTION was made by David Hagney to LAY OVER the request for demolition of the multi-

family garage with the requirement that the applicant provide a landscaping plan for a buffer 

between the subject property and the lot to the west.  The Motion was SECONDED by David 

Hagney and CARRIED by a vote of 5-0. 



 
1122 Greenmount Street 
Neither Applicant nor Representative were present.  Maureen Flanagan stated the existing roof 
has already been modified from the original roof and materials of the house.  The Commission 
was in agreement that the proposed roofing material was similar to the existing. 

 

A MOTION was made by David Hagney to APPROVE the application as submitted.  The Motion 

was SECONDED by Scott Sanders and CARRIED by a vote of 5-0. 

 

Old Business 

Fast Track Demolition Proposed 
 

419 Whitman Street 
Construction 1895 Queen Anne Two-family Residence – 1985 Survey indicated the property as  
U – Unranked.  This is a city project and although HPC would not necessarily vote on the 
demolition of the structure, their input is requested.   

 
A MOTION was made by Scott Sanders  to authorize Jessica Roberts to draft a letter stating the 
Commission does not find this property to have any historic significance.   The Motion was 
SECONDED by David Hagney and CARRIED by a vote of 4-1 with Mark McInnis voting Nay. 

 
 

1312 West State Street 
Mr. Sanders stated he would need to abstain from vote on this item.  Construction is a 1910 
Queen Anne- a 1974 Survey indicated the property as O - Marginal architectural significance.  A 
1981 Survey indicated the property as 3 – Variable of significance.  Maureen Flanagan asked if 
the property was occupied – Ms. Roberts did not know but indicated appearances indicated it to 
be vacant.  There is a vacant lot next to the property on one side and a vacant house immediately 
to the west.  It was explained that other homes in this block are being demolished, but this is the 
only fast track item.  Mr. Sanders could not speak to this property as he was abstaining, but did 
explain the scope of improvements for the plan to improve the corridor.  He felt there would be no 
residential along West State in the final plan.  He felt there were 90 parcels from Avon to Pierpont 
that are being acquired.  Mr. Hagney asked if the Commission needed to look at the plan more in 
depth since there are this many parcels and they are part of the history of the Rockford 
community, although not all have structures on them.  He felt that a survey should be done of all 
these buildings for documentation purposes.  Jessica was directed to do research for any past 
surveys that may have been done on this corridor. 
 

A MOTION was made by Mark McInnis to LAY OVER the request for input on the demolition 
request of 1312 West State Street.  The Motion was SECONDED by David Hagney and 
CARRIED by a vote of 5-0. 

 

Certificate of Appropriateness 

411 Kent Street (Tinker Swiss Cottage Museum) 

 
A MOTION was made by Mark McInnis to LAY OVER the request for Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the handrail design at 411 Kent Street (Tinker Swiss Cottage Museum).  The 
Motion was SECONDED by Scott Sanders and CARRIED by a vote of 5-0. 
 

 
 

  



Update     

 404-408 South Second Street          

Mr. Sanders did a site visit and felt the space between the pickets was larger than what the 
guidelines require and also that the middle horizontal rail should be removed for aesthetic 
purposes.  The Board was in agreement.  Ms. Roberts was directed to draft a letter to the 
Applicant. 

 

 910 North Prospect Street 

The Applicants will proceed with an application for Economic Hardship.   Mark asked if this 
property had been used as a two-family.  Jessica was not aware of the use at this time.  A Public 
Hearing will be required on this request.    Mr. Sanders requested legal input at the next meeting 
before any decision is made on whether this application was completed as required.   

Staff Report 
 
Design guidelines update 
 
 Nothing to report at this time. 
 
 
 
With no further business to report, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandra A. Hawthorne, Administrative Assistant 
Historic Preservation Commission 
 


