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ORDINANCE NO. 2004-____________________

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS THAT:

Chapter 11, Fire Protection and Emergency Services, of the Code of Ordinances of the City of
Rockford, Illinois, passed November 30, 1970, approved December 2, 1970, and published December
8, 1970, as amended, be and the same is hereby amended by the following, to wit:

Section 11-61 is amended as follows:

Section 11-61 Life Safety Code adopted by reference.

The NFPA 101 Life Safety Code, 2000 edition is hereby adopted and made a part of this article by
reference subject to the additions, insertions, deletions and amendments contained in section 11-62.

Section 11-62 is amended as follows:

Section 11-62 Amendments, additions and deletions to the Life Safety Code.

The NFPA 101 Life Safety Code, 2000 edition is amended as follows:
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(1)  Section 1-2.5 is added as follows:

Section 1.2.5.  This code does not intend to establish
requirements more stringent than those contained in the
2003 International Building Code as adopted by the City
of Rockford.

(2) Section 1.3.1 exceptions are added as follows:

Exceptions:
1. The requirements contained herein for new

construction shall not apply unless specific
reference is made thereto by the 2003
International Building Code as adopted by the
City of Rockford

2. The requirements contained herein with respect
to existing buildings shall not exceed the
conditions of the 2003 International Building
Code or International Fire Code as adopted by
the City of Rockford for new construction.

(3) Section 1.4.1 is deleted and replaced as follows:

Section 1.4.1 Existing Buildings.  This Code shall
apply to existing buildings only.  The requirements
contained herein for new construction shall not apply
unless specific reference is made thereto by the 2003
International Building Code as adopted by the City of
Rockford.

Exception 1.  The requirements contained herein
with respect to existing buildings shall not
exceed the requirements of the 2003
International Building Code as adopted by the
City of Rockford.

(4)  Section 1.4.1.1 is added as follows:

Section 1.4.1.1 Existing High-Rise Buildings.
Any reference to existing high-rise buildings shall be
referred to the 1988 NFPA 101M for compliance.

(5)  Section 1.5  is deleted and replaced as follows:

SECTION 1.5
APPEALS

Section 1.5.1 Membership.  The board of appeals
created pursuant to Section 121.0 of the 1996 BOCA
National Building Code  as amended is hereby designed
to hear any appeals from orders issued pursuant to this
life safety code.

Section 1.5.2 Application.  Application for and the
procedure governing such an appeal shall be in
accordance with the procedure established by section
121.0 of the 2003 International Building Code as
amended and adopted by the City of Rockford.

Section 1.5.3  Authority.  The board of appeals shall
have the authority  to render any of the following
decisions in an appeal.
(a) The board may affirm or reverse any order under
consideration on appeal.
(b) The board may render an interpretation of any
section of the life safety code germane to the order being
appealed.
(c) The board may modify the terms of an order
whenever the board determines that such terms are
contrary to the life safety code as the board has
interpreted it.
(d) The board may determine the acceptability of
alternate systems, methods, and devices proposed by
the appellant, in accordance with the intent expressed is
Section 1.5 of the life safety code with respect to
concepts of equivalency.
(e) The board may determine the acceptability of
exceptions to the life safety codes as permitted under
Section 1.5.

(6)  Section 3.3 is amended as follows:

DEFINITIONS

Section 3.3.25.6 Building, High-Rise.  A building
equal to or greater than 75 ft. 65 ft. (20m) in height,
where the building height is measured from the lowest
level of fire department vehicle access to the floor of the
highest occupied story.

(7)  Section 3.1.4 is added as follows:

Section 3.1.4  Construction types.  Where the life
safety code specifies a type of construction, the type
specified shall correspond to the 2003 International
Building Code as adopted by the City of Rockford as
shown in table 3-2.1.

Table 3-2.1
2000 NFPA 101            vs         2003 IBC          
LSC Type                                  Code Type        

Type I          443                                 1A
Type I          332                                 1A
Type II         222                                 1B
Type II         111                                 2A
Type II         000                                 2B
Type III        211                                 3A
Type III        200                                 3B
Type IV        2HH                                4
Type V         111                                 5A
Type V         000                                 5B

(8)  Section 4.5.7 is amended as follows:

Section 4.5.7 Maintenance. Whenever or wherever any
device, equipment, condition, arrangement, level of protection,
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or any other feature is required for compliance with the
provisions of this Code or the 2003 International Fire Code,
as adopted by the City of Rockford, such device,
equipment, system, condition, arrangement, level of
protection, or other feature shall thereafter be
maintained unless the Code 2003 International Fire
Code, as adopted by the City of Rockford, exempts such
maintenance.

(9)  Section 4.6.7 is added as follows:

Section 4.6.7 Modernization or Renovation.   Any
alteration or any installation of new equipment shall be
accomplished as nearly as practical with the
requirements for new construction.  Only the altered,
renovated, or modernized portion of an existing building,
system, or individual component shall be required to
meet the provisions of the 2003 International Building
Code, as adopted by the City of Rockford applicable to
new construction.  If the alteration, renovation, or
modernization adversely impacts required life safety
features, additional upgrading shall be required. 
Existing life safety features that do not meet the
requirements for new buildings, but exceed the
requirements for existing buildings, shall not be
diminished further.  In no case shall the resulting life
safety features be less than those required for existing
buildings.

(10)  Section 4.6.10.2 is amended as follows:

Section 4.6.10.2  In buildings under construction,
adequate escape facilities shall be maintained at all
times for the use of construction workers.  Escape
facilities shall consist of doors, walkways, stairs, ramps,
fire escapes, ladders, or other approved means or
devices arranged in accordance with the general
principles of the 2003 International Building Code as
adopted by the City of Rockford insofar as they can
reasonably be applied to buildings under construction.

(11)  Section 4.6.11 is amended as follows:

Section 4.6.11  Changes of Occupancy.  In any
building or structure, whether or not a physical
alteration is needed, a change from one occupancy
classification to another, shall be permitted only where
such a structure, building, or portion thereof conforms
with the requirements of the 2003 International
Building Code as adopted by the City of Rockford,
applying to new construction for the proposed new use
or, where specifically permitted elsewhere in the
aforementioned code, existing construction features
shall be permitted to be continued in use in conversions.

(12)  Section 4.6.12.2  is amended as follows:

Section 4.6.12.2.  Existing life safety features such as,
but not limited to, automatic sprinklers, fire alarm
systems, standpipes, and horizontal exits obvious to the
public, if not required by the Code, shall be either
maintained or removed, in accordance with the 2003
International Fire Code, as adopted by the City of
Rockford.

Chapter 7 Means of Egress

(13) Table 7-2.2.2.1(b)  is amended as follows:

Table 7.2.2.2.1 (b) Existing Stairs

Delete Column A

CHANGE:  Column B  Max. height of risers from 8" to
8¼"

Chapter 8  Features of Fire Protection

(14)  Section  8.2.3.2.3.2 is amended as follows:

Section  8.2.3.2.3.2.  Where a 20-Min. fire protection-
rated door required in existing buildings, an existing 1-¾
inch (4.4 cm) solid bonded wood core door, or an existing
steel (tin) clad wood door, or an existing hollow core (18
ga. minimum face) steel door with positive latch and
closer shall be permitted.

Exception:  Fire doors shall be permitted to have
a minimum 20 min. fire protection rating when
tested in accordance with NFPA 252, Standard
Methods of Tests of Fire Door Assemblies,
without the hose stream test.

Chapter 9  Building Service and Fire Protection
Equipment

(15)  Section 9.4.5 is hereby deleted.

(16) Section 9-7.4.1 is amended as follows:
(17) 
Section 9-7.4.1.  Where required by the provisions of
this Code, and the 2003 International Fire Code, as
adopted by the City of Rockford,  portable fire
extinguishers shall be installed, inspected and
maintained in accordance  with NFPA 10,  Standard for
Portable Fire extinguishers.

(17)  Chapter 12 in its entirety is hereby deleted

Chapter 13  Existing Assembly Occupancies

(18)  Section 13.4.7.1 is amended as follows:

Special Amusement Buildings

Section 13.4.7.1.  Special amusement buildings,
regardless of occupant load, shall meet the requirements
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for assembly occupancies in addition to the
requirements of 13.4.7, unless the building is a building
in which the multilevel play structures are not more
than 10 ft (3 m) in height and have aggregate horizontal
projections not exceeding 160 ft

2
 (14.9 m

2
). Where

temporary amusement facilities are set up in existing
structures, they must have approval by the Fire
Departments Division of Fire Prevention prior to
initiating any alterations to the existing structure. 

(19)  Chapter 14 in its entirety is hereby deleted

(20)  Chapter 16 in its entirety is hereby deleted

(21)  Chapter 17 is amended as follows:

Chapter 17
Existing Day-Care Occupancies

Section  17.6.1.4.2  is amended as follows:
         
Section 17.6.1.4.2 Sub classification of Day-Care
Homes. 
(a) Family Day-Care Homes.  A family day-care home is
a day-care in which more than three but fewer than
nine clients receive care, maintenance, and supervision
by other than their relative(s) or legal guardian(s) for less
than 24 hr per day (generally within a dwelling unit).
Requirements for family day-care homes are based on a
minimum staff-to-client ratio of one staff for up to eight
clients, including the caretaker's own children under age
six, with no more than two clients incapable of self-
preservation.
(b)  Group Day-Care Homes. A group day-care home is a
care home in which at least nine but not more than
sixteen clients receive care, maintenance, and
supervision by other than their relative(s) or legal
guardian(s) for less than 24 hr per day (generally within
a dwelling unit). Requirements for group day-care homes
are based on a minimum staff-to-client ratio of two staff
for up to sixteen clients with no more than three clients
incapable of self-preservation.
   
(22) Section 17.6.2.4.1.4 is amended as follows:
              
Section  17.6.2.4.1.4  Where clients are occupying a
story (basement) below the level of exit discharge, at
least one means of escape shall be an exit discharging
directly to the outside  by one of the three options below,
and the vertical travel to ground level shall not exceed 9
ft (275 cm).      
    Option # 1 Direct Exit
    A direct exit can be achieved by the provision of a door,
at the basement level of the home. Once outside the home
occupants can then walk up a flight of outside stairs or a
ramp for maximum height of 8 feet in a vertical travel to
the grade level.    
Option # 2  "Protected Exit through the Grade Level of

the Home” A means of egress through the grade floor of
the home only if the path is separated from all other areas
of the occupancy by construction that provides one-hour
fire rated protection between the path of egress and the
other living areas.
  Option # 3  "Equivalently Safe" Conditions - Multi-
Station Smoke Detection with Automatic Sprinkler
Protection. These two conditions shall be present:

a)  Interconnected multi-station smoke detectors
on all levels of the home and

b)  Automatic fire sprinklers protecting the path
of travel through the grade level of the home.

     
Per 2002 Policies, Procedures and Code Requirements of
the Office of the State Fire Marshal, Ill for Group and
Home Day Cares.

(23)  Chapter 18 in its entirety is hereby deleted

(24)  Chapter 20 in its entirety is hereby deleted

(25)  Chapter 22 in its entirety is hereby deleted

Chapter 26 Lodging or Rooming Houses.

(26)  Section 26.2.9  is added as follows:

Section 26.2.9. Doors that separate individual sleeping
rooms and opening onto the exit access corridor shall be
equipped with a twenty (20) minute door or equivalent
with an approved, (listed), self-closing device.

(27)  Chapter 28 in its entirety is hereby deleted

(28)  Chapter 30 in its entirety is hereby deleted

Chapter 31  Existing Apartment Buildings. 

(29)  Section 31.3.4.1 is amended as follows:

Section 31.3.4.1  General.  Apartment buildings shall
be provided with a fire alarm system as follows:

Section 31.3.4.1.1.  An approved single station smoke
detector, continuously powered by battery and/or the
house electrical service, shall be installed in an approved
manner in every living unit within the apartment
building.  When activated, the detector shall initiate an
alarm, which is audible in the sleeping rooms of that
unit.  This individual unit detector shall be in addition to
any sprinkler system or other detection system that may
be installed in the building.  For location of single station
detectors, see Appendix A, Chapter 19.

(30)  Section 31-3.4.2 is deleted and replaced as follows:

Section 31-3.4.2   Location: Manual alarm systems
shall be provided by one of the following:
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Section 31-3.4.2.1  One-story buildings when having
twenty-four (24) or more apartments.

Exception:  When each unit has a direct exit to
the outside serving that unit only.

Section 3.3.4.2.2  Two-story buildings when having
twelve (12) or more apartments per floor.

Exception:  When each unit has a direct exit to
the outside serving that unit only.

Section 31.3.4.2.3  Three-story buildings with eight (8)
or more apartments per floor.

Section 31.3.4.2.4  Four-or-more stories:  Alarm
system required.

(31) Section 31.3.5.7 is amended as follows:

Section 31.3.5.7 Portable fire extinguishers in
accordance with 9.7.4.1 shall be provided in hazardous
areas addressed by 31.3.2.1 and Section 31.3.5.7.1.

Exception:  In buildings protected throughout with an
approved automatic sprinkler system in accordance with
Section 9.7.

(32)  Sec 31.3.5.7.1 is added as follows:

Section 31.3.5.7.1 Each living unit in every apartment
building having six or more living units must have
access to a fire extinguisher suitable to the occupancy
and listed by a nationally recognized testing laboratory.
 Such extinguishers shall be provided by one of the
following:

a) For buildings with more than twenty four (24)
dwelling units or more than three (3) stories in
height, portable fire extinguishers shall be
provided on each floor at the stairway landing
and in the corridor at each elevator, or bank
of elevators, and near any hazardous areas
such as mechanical rooms.

b) In all other apartment buildings, each living
unit shall be equipped with a fire extinguisher
of at least UL classification 2A-10BC, unless
provided for as in a) above.

c) Any person or entity renting, leasing or
otherwise providing living units for the use of
others in buildings where each living unit is
equipped or is required to be equipped with a
portable fire extinguisher, shall obtain written
acknowledgment stating from any new or
renewing occupants that the occupant has
been made aware of this requirement and that
the occupant either has or immediately will
comply herewith.  These written
acknowledgments shall be made available

upon request for the inspection of local
fire officials.

(33)  Section 31.3.6.2 exceptions are amended as
follows:

Section  31.3.6.2 Doors that open onto exit access
corridors shall have a minimum 20-minute fire
protection rating in accordance with 6-2.3.
                
Exception  No. 1:
Minimum 1¾” solid bond wood core doors shall be
installed.
                                   
Exception No. 2:
Existing hollow or panel doors allowed to remain with the
addition of a limited area sprinkler coverage, minimum
one (1) head, on both sides of each dwelling unit door. 
This will comply with Option 3
                 

Exception No. 3
In buildings using Exception 4 below or Exception No. 2
above, doors shall be constructed so as to resist the
passage of smoke.
                 
Exception No. 4:
Comply with the 2003 International Building Code as
adopted by the City of Rockford.  Allowing one of the two
corridors to be rated one (1) hour and designed as a
primary exit.

(34)  Section 31.3.6.3  is amended as follows:

Section 31.3.6.3  Doors that open onto exit corridors
shall be self-closing and self-latching. Previously
approved spring loaded hinge type self-closing devices
shall be replaced with an approved, listed, self-closing
device as normal maintenance requires.

(35)  Chapter 32 is deleted in its entirety.

(36)  Chapter 36 is deleted in its entirety.

(37)  Chapter 38 is deleted in its entirety.
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The provisions and sections of the Ordinance shall be deemed severable, and the invalidity of any portion of
this Ordinance shall not affect the validity of the remainder. 

All orders, resolutions, or ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed insofar as such conflict exists,
and this Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage, approval and publication as required by
law.

A full, true and complete copy of this Ordinance shall be published within ten (10) days after passage in
pamphlet form by and under authority of the Corporate Authorities.

APPROVED:

__________________________________________________
MAYOR

ATTESTED:

__________________________________________________
LEGAL DIRECTOR

PASSED:            APPROVED:          PUBLISHED:

ATTESTED and FILED in my office this ________ day of ________________, 20____, and published in pamphlet
form this __________ day of ______________, 20_____.

__________________________________________
Legal Director and ex officio
Keeper of the Records and Seal

Published in pamphlet form this ________ day of ___________, 20 _____, by order of the City Council of the City
of Rockford, Illinois.


