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Purchase and stabilize key structures for future adaptive re-use, including, but 
not limited to, the Rock River School, Counselor Scale building, and Rockford 
National Furniture Manufacturing Building

CDC(s), City TIF / BID , private sources, RLDC (Rockford Local Development Corporation), historic preservation tax credits

Undertake land assembly and remediation to facilitate redevelopment, with a 
focus on key opportunity areas (brownfields)

City, US EPA (Environmental Protection Agency), IL EPA, RAEDC (Rockford 
Area Economic Development Council), Trust for Public Land, CDC(s)

Illinois Municipal Brownfields Redevelopment Grant Program,TIF / BID (Tax Increment Finance District / Business 
Improvement District), RLDC

Infrastructure improvements to support modern industrial needs City, utility providers, RAEDC TIF / BID, CDBG (Community Development Block Grant)

Redevelop Orton Keyes RHA site as mixed-income residential development 
RHA (Rockford Housing Authority), US HUD (US Department of Housing and 
Urban Development), NHS (Neighborhood Housing Services), private sector 
developers, City

HUD, NHS, private sector

Strengthen pedestrian connections along and across Kishwaukee Street City, Rockford Park District, IDOT (Illinois Department of Transportation), CDC Transportation, Community, and System Preservation Program (FHWA: Federal Highway Administration), Illinois 
Transportation Enhancement Program, Safe Routes to School

Provide planted medians, parkways, landscape buffering, sidewalks, and 
intersection enhancements that complement circulation patterns and provide 
buffering

CDC(s), City, IDOT, RAEDC, RMAP (Rockford Metropolitan Agency for Planning) Illinois Green Streets Program, TIF / BID, CDBG 

Coordinate streetscape and mobility improvements with existing plans for bike 
route installation and open space improvements

CDC(s), City, Rockford Park District, IDOT, IL DNR (Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources), RMAP

Transportation, Community, and System Preservation Program (FHWA), Open Space Lands Acquisition and Development 
Program (OSLAD) and Land and Water Conservation Fund (IL), Safe Routes to School

Install wayfinding and identifying signage City, IDOT, RAEDC TIF / BID
Evaluate reconstruction of Whitman Street Interchange City, CDC(s), IDOT, RMAP  City 5-Year CIP (Capital Improvement Plan), IDOT planning funds
Evaluate possibility of rail consolidation City, FRA (Federal Railroad Administration), IDOT, RMAP IDOT - (OP & P) Office of Planning and Programming planning funds
Reconfigure one-way street pairs along 2nd and 3rd Streets to allow bi-
directional traffic flow RMAP, City, IDOT IDOT - OP & P planning funds, City 5-Year CIP

Improve industrial traffic circulation through the provision of staging areas for 
trucks on industrial side streets RMAP, City, IDOT  ITEP (Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program), TIF / BID

Discourage cut-through traffic in residential neighborhoods through limited 
closures at select intersections RMAP, City, IDOT TIF / BID, City 5-Year CIP

Coordinate bus stops with streetscape improvements, including a minimum 
standard of a concrete pad between the sidewalk and curb, benches, trash 
receptacles, and free-standing signs

RMTD (Rockford Mass Transit District), CDC, City, IDOT Transportation, Community, and System Preservation Program (FHWA)

Construct a multi-use path system in the Airport industrial area Rockford Park District, City, Winnebago County, IDOT, RMAP Transportation, Community, and System Preservation Program (FHWA), ITEP
Stabilize adjacent residential uses through investments in improved lighting, 
maintained sidewalks, consistent street cleaning, and landscaping of the 
public way

City, neighborhood organizations, CDCs ITEP, TIF / BID, CDBG, City 5-Year CIP

Evaluate construction of an interchange at Kishwaukee Street and U.S. 20 City, RMAP, IDOT, FHWA (Federal Highway Administration) City 5-Year CIP  

Limit curb cuts and consolidate access points, as opportunities arise, including 
the construction of a new road on or east of railroad right-of-way for industrial 
access

City, IDOT, RMAP ITEP, TIF / BID, Truck Access Route Program (IDOT)

Erect "Heart of Kishwaukee Industry" monument on southeast corner of 
Kishwaukee Street and Peoples / 23rd Avenue CDC(s), local arts organizations, Rockford Area Arts Council, City, RAEDC TIF / BID, private donations

Undertake streetscape upgrades at key "gateway" entry points to the Corridor City, CDC(s), IDOT, RAEDC, Rockford Chamber of Commerce Illinois Green Streets Program, TIF / BID, private donations 

Upgrade facades of businesses fronting Kishwaukee Street CDC(s), City, RAEDC, Rockford Chamber of Commerce, local banks TIF / BID
Create a "brand" for the Corridor through use of a consistent landscape palette 
and lighting fixtures, street furniture, and trash receptacles City, CDC(s), IDOT, RAEDC, Rockford Chamber of Commerce Illinois Green Streets Program, private investment, ITEP, TIF / BID

Potential Funding Sources
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Develop a land bank of properties for preparation and sale to developers 
during favorable market conditions; issue RFPs as appropriate CDC(s), Trust for Public Land, RAEDC, local bank(s), City technical support TIF / BID, private investment

Establish a "planned manufacturing district" to stabilize zoning and work with 
investment groups to hold properties City, CDC(s), private developers n/a

Actively pursue federal, state, and regional brownfield remediation funding City, US EPA, IL EPA, RAEDC, CDC(s) Illinois Municipal Brownfields Redevelopment Grant Program
Coordinate with property owners to maintain structural and architectural 
integrity of historic manufacturing buildings CDC(s), City, RAEDC, Rockford Chamber of Commerce, IHPA TIF / BID

Establish an Industrial Corridor Legacy Fund to provide matching grants or 
loans to property owners for historically-sensitive structure redevelopment CDC(s), local bank(s), City, RAEDC, Rockford Chamber of Commerce, IHPA TIF / BID

Continue communication and organization activities of the Kishwaukee Street 
Corridor Roundtable, ultimately creating an independent non-profit entity City, CDC(s), RAEDC, Rockford Chamber of Commerce, Abilities Center, CDC(s) n/a

Continue to market the Airport's Foreign Trade Zone City, RAEDC, Chicago Rockford International Airport, Rockford Chamber of 
Commerce n/a

Distribute annual or bi-annual surveys to Corridor business to gauge 
satisfaction with the business climate CDC(s), RAEDC, Rockford Chamber of Commerce, Abilities Center, City n/a

Assess results of business surveys at Corridor-wide stakeholder meeting and 
develop response strategies CDC(s), RAEDC, Rockford Chamber of Commerce, Abilities Center, City n/a

Encourage communication within industry clusters CDC(s), RAEDC, Rockford Chamber of Commerce, Abilities Center, City n/a

Facilitate workforce development training for Corridor businesses
Abilities Center, CDC(s), City, DCEO (Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity), RAEDC, Rockford Chamber of Commerce,  Rock Valley 
College

Job Training and Economic Development Grant Program (DCEO), Transportation, Community, and System Preservation 
Program (FHWA), IL Department of Commerce and Community Affairs: Industrial Training Program

Create an industrial / manufacturing incubator to facilitate business 
development CDC(s), City, RAEDC, Rockford Chamber of Commerce Illinois Small Business Development Center (DCEO), Illinois Development Finance Authority: Industrial Revenue Bonds, 

Digital Divide (DCEO), tenant rents 
Institutional investment in community anchors, which could include a charter 
school, police precinct, and library branch

City, CDC(s), Rockford Police Department, Rockford Public Library, Rockford 
Public Schools City, Rockford Public School District

Create multi-disciplinary team within the City, County, and other agencies to 
lobby and support the Corridor revitalization agenda City, CDC(s), Winnebago County n/a

Actively recruit and train neighborhood residents for employment within the 
Corridor Abilities Center, CDC(s), City,  DCEO, RAEDC, Rockford Chamber of Commerce Job Training and Economic Development Grant Program (DCEO), Transportation, Community, and System Preservation 

Program (FHWA)

Offer educational resources for the use of "green" strategies GREEN (Greater Rockford Environmental and Educational Network), US EPA, 
City n/a

Provide streamlined permitting, fee waivers, or grant assistance to residential 
and business owners who utilize "green" strategies City, GREEN TIF / BID

Pursue infrastructure and telecommunications upgrades, including the use of 
renewable energy City, utility providers, RAEDC, GREEN TIF / BID 

Review the zoning code to determine the degree to which existing zoning 
classifications within the Corridor complement the existing land uses, pursue 
amendments to encourage redevelopment of under-utilized parcels

City n/a

Enforce high standards for key high-visibility elements within the built 
environment of the Corridor, with compliance a condition of City assistance City n/a

Create one or more TIFs or BIDs to provide a funding mechanism for 
infrastructure improvements, with a focus on key opportunity areas City, CDC(s), RAEDC, Rockford Chamber of Commerce n/a

Offer streamlined review and permitting for projects that meet pre-determined 
eligibility criteria which support broad policy goals City n/a

Consistently enforce the City's codes City n/a
Increase police and / or community patrols to discourage criminal activity, 
neighborhoods working with the City on identification and support

Weed and Seed Committee, Rockford Police Department, CDC(s), local 
neighborhood associations n/aPublic safety patrols
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