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Introduction

The Kishwaukee Street Corridor Revitalization Plan was initiated by the City of 
Rockford to establish a long-term Vision for the future of this central artery through 
the City, linking Downtown Rockford on the north to the Chicago Rockford 
International Airport on the south.  Along its approximately 4.3 mile length, 
Kishwaukee Street exhibits a varied character that includes both large scale and small 
scale industrial uses, retail and commercial service businesses, and multi-family and 
single family residential areas.  Like many streets that traverse older neighborhoods 
in cities such as Rockford, increasing truck traffic and overall traffic volumes have 
placed a heavier burden on Kishwaukee Street than it is was originally designed to 
accommodate.  The age, scale and condition of structures along the corridor vary 
widely, and incompatibilities between land uses that have evolved over time are 
commonplace.  In response to increasing traffic and aging infrastructure conditions, 
changing patterns of retail development that favor newer sites in outlying areas, and 
the evolving needs of the industrial sector, many properties along Kishwaukee Street 
are suffering from ongoing disinvestment.  While many well maintained properties 
are present along the corridor, the overall perception of blighted conditions has 
stifled interest in reinvestment.

The Kishwaukee Street Corridor Revitalization Plan will provide a consensus-
based strategy to undertake targeted public investment and foster public-private 
partnerships that will stabilize and enhance the corridor.  The Plan is based upon 
the results of a community planning process, involving local stakeholders and the 
community at large in discussing creative solutions to stem further decline along 
Kishwaukee Street and foster a viable and sustainable pattern of development in the 
future.  The Plan builds upon the findings of both the completed Existing Conditions 
Analysis and Real Estate Market Assessment (available as an appendix to this 
document) to re-imagine the future of the Kishwaukee Street Corridor.

This report establishes a Vision for the future that recognizes the historical role 
of the Corridor as the industrial center of Rockford while acknowledging the 
existing mixture of land uses, the altered nature of the global industrial market, 
and the current vulnerability of the existing residential neighborhoods within the 
Corridor.  This Vision is supported by several Planning Principles which will be 
achieved through key redevelopment opportunities, public realm improvements, and 
economic development initiatives.  This report concludes with a list of organizational 
and administrative initiatives that the City can undertake to further support the 
realization of this Vision.  This Vision can only be achieved through the coordinated 
and sustained efforts of both the public and private sectors and stakeholders 
throughout the Corridor.  

Kishwaukee Street Car Barn

National Mirror Works

Shumway Market

Photos courtesy of Midway Village & Museum 
Center, Rockford, Illinois
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