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A Vision for the Kishwaukee Street Corridor

The Kishwaukee Street Corridor will be revitalized and fully reintegrated into the 
greater Rockford community by acknowledging its history as an industrial center 
bordered by thriving residential neighborhoods and building on this legacy of local 
employment and housing connections.  The Kishwaukee Street Corridor is home 
to a sustained and strong industrial and employment base.  The Corridor has also 
supported a variety of commercial uses to serve both businesses and nearby residents, 
while adjoining neighborhoods have supplied workforce housing to support business 
and industrial employment needs in the area.

While many of the physical facilities and buildings within the Corridor are older 
structures that have suffered from deferred maintenance, the community has 
rediscovered the historic principles on which the area was originally settled, 
which remain relevant today. Although regional trends in manufacturing and 
transportation have forever altered the playing field for industrial development, 
the Kishwaukee Street Corridor will, though emerging smaller in scale, remain a 
significant component of the manufacturing sector for the City.  Given its urban 
location, in close proximity to Downtown Rockford and well-established residential 
neighborhoods, the Kishwaukee Street Corridor will provide a unique opportunity 
to foster a sustainable pattern of neighborhood development.  The Kishwaukee Street 
Corridor will provide varied employment opportunities, stable and attractive nearby 
neighborhoods, and retail and service businesses that cater to local residents and 
employers in addition to passing traffic.  It will again represent all that is best about 
Rockford, as a prominent regional gateway to both the Downtown and Chicago-
Rockford International Airport.

The Kishwaukee area will remain an important employment and industrial area, and, 
as the base of industry and business expands, the adjoining residential neighborhood 
will begin a renaissance catalyzed by a renewed demand for workforce housing.  
Retail and commercial reinvestment will follow at key nodes along the corridor 
and will support this employment and housing resurgence.  This Vision will be 
implemented through a combination of private and public sector initiatives and 
leadership.  Targeted public infrastructure improvements will be coordinated to 
support private sector investments.

This Vision will be realized through key redevelopment opportunities, public realm 
improvements and economic development initiatives.   These implementation efforts, 
as detailed in this Plan, are organized to achieve the following Planning Principles:

Organize the Corridor as contiguous industrial, commercial and residential 1. 
“nodes” of development

Maintain a strong business investment environment for the Corridor2. 

Foster quality residential conservation and regeneration along the Corridor3. 

Accommodate improved mobility within the Corridor for all modes of travel4. 

Foster an attractive and well-maintained public realm throughout the Corridor5. 

Establish Kishwaukee Street as an aesthetically-pleasing  “gateway” to the City6. 

Historic Homes

Historic Manufacturing Building

Historic Rock River School




