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RATS
Rockford Area Transportation Study
Metropolitan Planning Organization

City of Rockford, Public Works Department
425 East State Street, Rockford, IL  61104

POLICY COMMITTEE
Mayor Lawrence J. Morrissey, City of Rockford
Mayor Darryl F. Lindberg, City of Loves Park

Board Chairman Scott H. Christiansen, Winnebago County
President Linda M. Vaughn, Village of Machesney Park

Mayor Frederic C. Brereton, City of Belvidere
Board Chairman Catherine H. Ward, Boone County

Deputy Director George F. Ryan, Illinois Department of
Transportation, Region 2

RATS POLICY COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES

June 28, 2007

MEMBERS PRESENT: Linda Vaughn, Village of Machesney Park; James Ryan, City of Rockford; Darryl
Lindberg, City of Loves Park; Catherine Ward, Boone County; Steve Chapman, Winnebago County.

OTHERS PRESENT:  Gary McIntyre, RATS staff; Steve Ernst, RATS Study Director;  Jon Paul Diipla, RATS
Staff; Tonia Vrolyk, City of Rockford, Public Works; Joe Vanderwerff, Sr., Winnebago County Highway
Department; Rich Lundin, Boone County Highway Department; David Taylor, NICTI and Boone County
Board, Les Nunes, IDOT Division of Urban Program Planning; John Donovan, FHWA Illinois Division.

1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND REPRESENTATION

Ms. Vaughn called the meeting to order at 1:20 p.m.

2. COMMUNICATIONS

Mr. Ernst handed out copies of the final Amtrak Feasibility Study, dated June 26, 2007.  Mr. Lindberg
commented that he found the document to be easy to read and very well written.  Mr. Ryan suggested
that staff prepare a letter from RATS to the State of Illinois Mass Transit Committee, which could be
signed by the RATS Chairman, asking them to fund the capital component and the operating component
for expanded Amtrak service as detailed in the final report.  The letter should be directed to
Representative Julie Hamos who is chairing the committee.

Mr. Ernst introduced Jon Paul Diipla, the new RATS Transportation Planner; John Donovan, the Illinois
Division representative of the Federal Highway Administration; and Les Nunes, the IDOT representative
of Urban Program Planning.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MARCH 29, 2007, APRIL 26, 2007 and May 24, 2007 RATS
POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING

A motion was made by Ms. Ward and seconded by Mr. Lindberg to approve all three sets of minutes.
The motion was approved unanimously.

4. RATS FY 2008 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) - RATS RESOLUTION 2007- 6

Mr. Ernst and Mr. McIntyre explained the details of the FY 2008 Transportation Improvement Program.
The TIP is a 4-year document required annually by FHWA and FTA, and is a compilation of all RATS
member agencies capital and operating projects for transportation.  The tables starting on page 40
provides a summary of all the projects by category of work, totaling roughly $550 million over the 4-year
timespan, of which roughly half the work is to be done by the Toll Highway Authority.
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Page 48 details the steps of the MPO to involve the public in the drafting of the FY08 TIP.  Mr. McIntyre
detailed the technical corrections to the document that were requested through the public outreach
process.  Approval of the TIP was recommended unanimously by the Technical Committee.  Mr.
Lindberg thanked everyone for supporting the proposed improvements at the Riverside Boulevard
interchange.

Mr. Lindberg made a motion to approve RATS Resolution 2007 – 6.  Ms. Ward seconded the motion and
it was approved unanimously (5-0).

5. RATS YEAR 2035 LONG-RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN (LRTP) - RATS RESOLUTION 2007- 7

Mr. Ernst and Mr. McIntyre explained that the SAFETEA-LU guidance from the federal transportation
partners released in February 2007 details several new planning initiatives and new MPO planning
requirements.  The Technical Committee recommended that the MPO pass a resolution to show the
local intent for RATS compliance with these new requirements, anticipating an amendment to the Year
2035 Long-Range Transportation Plan later in calendar year 2007, thus allowing documents to be
drafted and to have the public participate in the review of these documents.  The attachment to the
Resolution details the anticipated work program.  IDOT has assisted in this effort by providing templates
to be used to by the MPO as an outline for this work.  The new planning work will fall into the following
categories; (a) Human Services Transportation Plan (HSTP); (b) Transportation Systems Management
and Operations; and (c) Resource Agency Coordination.

Mr. Ryan made a motion to approve RATS Resolution 2007 – 7.  It was seconded by Mr. Chapman and
passed unanimously (5-0).

6. CREATING A SUBCOMMITTEE OF RATS

Mr. Ernst introduced the concept of a permanent subcommittee of RATS for the Human Services
Transportation Plan (HSTP) that was briefly described in the previous agenda item.  RATS Policy will be
asked to vote on this item at the next Policy meeting in July.

The intent of adding the subcommittee is to capitalize on the grass roots efforts of Work, Welfare and
Families.  This group has been instrumental in organizing the social service agencies and mass transit
providers in the region to look at solutions to address the transportation needs of low income, minority
and transportation disadvantaged populations.  And this work is critical to the success of capturing
grants from two new federal programs, Job Access and Reverse Commute (JARC) and New Freedoms.

7. ELECTION OF RATS POLICY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR FY 2008

Mr. Lindberg made a motion to nominate Ms. Vaughn as Chairman and Mr. Brereton as Vice-Chairman
for the FY 2008 term.  It was seconded by Ms. Ward and passed unanimously (5-0).

8. PROGRESS REPORTS

8.1 Northwest Tollway I-90 Improvements:  Staff continues to coordinate tollway projects on behalf of the
region.  The I-90/IL 173 interchange project ribbon cutting is scheduled for 10:00 AM Monday July 2nd.
Location is along the ramps in the northwest quadrant.

8.2 NICTI Alternatives Analysis:  The topic of the NICTI budget, and the need to secure the State match
is still a concern.  Mr. Taylor explained that the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) was anticipated in the
fall, but that date may be in jeopardy if the project is required to be shutdown for any length of time.

8.3 RMTD East Side Transfer Center – No report.

8.4 RATS Bicycle / Pedestrian Study:  Mr. McIntyre passed out a copy of a Rockford Register Star
article which favorably reviews this study and the planning process of the MPO.  Staff has received six
responses from the public during the comment period, and all of them have been favorable.  The final
published document will be assembled in the coming weeks, which will include a response to these
public comments.
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8.5 IL 173 Corridor Planning Study – No Report.

8.6 RATS & Regional Planning – No Report.

9. OTHER BUSINESS

None.

10. ADJOURNMENT

Seeing no further business Ms. Vaughn entertained a motion to adjourn.  It was moved by Mr. Lindberg
and seconded by Mr. Chapman and unanimously approved.
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