Community Services CITY OF ROCKFORD
HUMAN SERVICES

Head Start

U.S. Dept of Health and Huni&n Services $ 5,891,285
IL Dept. of Commerce and Economic Opportunity $ 6,422,174
IL Dept. of Human Services $ 340,208 , . P

1T State Board of Education S 538.974 Annual Report Card 2016
PNC Bank Foundation $ 9,517

Dept. of Housing and Urban Development $ 1,327,949
Total $14,530,107




HEAD START/EARLY HEAD START

Child Development and Early Learning Emergancy Assistance

169 households received emergency financial assistance in 2016

In the 2015-16 school year 835 low-income children, birth to five years old,

and their families were served through the Head Start/Early Head Start Grants. The majority of the assistance was in temporary housing for persons who needed temporary
Teachers serve as educators and partners with families, focusing on a child’s individual goals housing due to fires or condemnations. Our division provides temporary housing for fire victims
and development. Screening and child assessment outcomes demonstrate steady increases in after the first three days which are provided by Red Cross.

developmental objectives throughout the school year.

Neighborhood Outreach
Child Health and Nutrition Services

We provide funding for Neighborhood Network to provide support to low-income neighborhoods.
In addition, 46 neighborhood volunteers participated in Community Action initiatives in the
Coronado-Haskell neighborhood.

Health Services ensure all children are ready to learn. Medical and dental assessments, nutrition
and growth assessments, vision and hearing screenings, parent education and links to providers
are provided for all families.

Health outcomes for 2015-16 indicate 98% of Head Start children and 83% of Early Head . .
) ) ) . Community Health Prevention
Start children are up-to-date on age appropriate preventive and primary health care.
. In 2016, there were 56,607 lunches eaten by 2,400 children at 50 summer food sites through our
Family Support and Engagement - :
Summer Food Program. In addition, those children also ate 41,579 afternoon snacks.

Our Department/Community Action Agency has funded community gardens since 2009, having

Parent en ment an ial servi r ron mponent of : . .
EUEE GRS S ERMEES EITE BV CU et provided startup funding for 70 distinct gardens.

Head Start/Early Hegd St.art. Pargnts partlc.lpate in their C.hlld s education experience, volunteer This includes partnerships with 38 neighborhood groups, 9 faith based community groups,
and develop their skills as their child’s first and most important teacher and advocate.

. - . . L 17 youth/school groups, and 6 senior/disabled organizations.
Family Support Specialists and Home Visitors support families’ goals and needs.

In some cases, support is provided to families in crisis. Energy Assistance and Savings

COM M U N |TY SE RVICES In 2016, there were 117 households that had their homes weatherized resulting in significant

energy savings through the work of our Department/Community Action Agency.
The average amount spent on each home was $12,000.

. . These homes receive retrofits such as furnace repair or replacement, air sealing including insulation
Self-Sufficiency & Case Management Services ) . . )
and health and safety work including proper dryer venting, carbon monoxide and smoke detectors.
To assist low-income households in affording their energy bills, our Department /Community

Action Agency completed 9,539 Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
applications and enrolled 1,341 households into the Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP).

In partnership with DCFS, our Department/Community Action Agency works with families and
youth aging out of foster care to provide case management and ensure stability.
43 households were successfully stabilized in 2016

Housing Assistance & Coordination Job Training and Employment

Our Coordinated Entry System (Single Point of Entry), operated in 25 low-income high risk youth participated in SWEEP in 2016, learning valuable job skills
partnership with the Rock River Homeless Coalition, moved 227 literally homeless addressing neighborhood blight. They all also received counseling, educational support and
households into permanent housing in 2016. participated in violence reduction/community integration sessions.
In addition, Homeless Prevention/Diversion prevented 287 households from becoming homeless. 10 low-income, high risk adults were able to participate in Cold Forming and CNC Lathe/Mill
This process ensures that households that encounter a certification training which will provide them with the skills needed to move into high demand
short term crisis don't lose their housing. jobs through a partnership between our Department/Community Action Agency and

Rock Valley College where we pay the full tuition of the class so they can receive the skills.

CONTACTS

HEAD START (779)348-7169
COMMUNITY SERVICES (844) 710-6919




