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Coyote basics

Life Needs

0100




Coyotes are very intelligent and adaptable animails

They need 3 things to survive:
1) *Food




Coyotes are a part of lllinois native ecosystem
Coyotes typically weigh 20-40 pounds

mall mammals (mice, voles, rabbits, ground squirrels) are
ifems for coyoftes




Pups are born April and May, one litter per year

Dens can be underground, in woodpiles, under sheds, in
culverts, hollow logs or trees, etc.

> and female coyotes care for pups
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Graphic: Urban coyote research project



Every animal and situation is different

However, certain behaviors typically indicate whether the animal is
a problem or just being a ‘normal’ coyote

vior and do not turn your back



Coyote behavior / activity

Rarely or occasionally seen at night,
more rarely during dusk and dawn

Occasionally seen during the day
Frequently seen at night
Free-ranging pets occasionally disappear

Frequently seen during the day
Stalking or attacking pets
Fleeing from people

Approaching people aggressively
Growling, barking when hazed
(rather than running)

Following children

Preying on pets in yards
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Responses

Limit food sources (garbage, pets feeding,
wildlife feeding) Supervise pets and
don't let them run free

Use hazing, negative stimuli (shouting,
chasing, throwing objects)

Consider removal program in conjunction
with education; prohibit/limit feeding of
wildlife; supervise pets; use negative
stimuli

Initiate removal program in conjunction
with education; prohibit/limit feeding of
wildlife; supervise pets; use negative
stimuli

FIGURE 1. INDICATOR CHART OF VARIOUS COYOTE THREAT LEVELS ©URBAN COYOTE RESEARCH



Do not run if a coyote approaches you. Yell, stand up f

stfraight and wave your arms (the goal is fo make

ourself appear Iorger) or throw something at the
move away (the goal is to scare it




Do not feed coyotes. Remove food sources such as bird food,
pet food, ripe fruit or trash.

Coyotes that are protecting their den or young will vigorously
defend the area. Simply walking your dog in another area
keeps everyone safe.

nelghborhood and the local municipality
and as soon as, a

© Urban Coyote Research
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It would take the removal of ~70% of the population every
year, to reduce the population

otes can have from 2 - 19 pups

an have and raise



PROBLEM COYOTES

Table 3. Numbers of animals handled by individuals with Nuisance Wildlife Control Permits in Illinois, 2018.

Region

Species I I 1T v / Statewide

Bats® 308 816 94 28 . 1251

Beaver 274 692 215 100 1361
Birds 118 1969 193 461 2780
Chipmunk 470 2565 61 188 3411
Coyote 142 308 26 55 : 545
Foxes 19 65 1 13 99
Ground squirrels 278 635 41 36 990
Muskrat 331 2111 391 194 3063
Opossum 749 4822 467 548 , 6748
Raccoon 3067 12,538 971 1866 19,043
Squirrels 488 11,971 566 776 ' 14,061
Striped skunk 514 10,984 137 388 ' 12,282
Woodchuck 465 587 343 356 4 1898
Other 889 198 403 1136 : 3240

Total 8112 50261 3909 6145 2345 70,772

*Includes permittees” estimates of bats that were excluded.




Coyotes are wild animals and have individual
personalities and behaviors

Two people have been killed by coyotes in North
America in the last century

wundred people have been biften or ‘attacked’ .
ole are killed in the




Most coyotes do not cause problems. However, most problem
coyotes are being fed.

Direct feeding

Nnd no limit



Preventative measures do not always work. If a coyote is
aggressive towards people or pets, it may need to be
thanized - Not Relocated).




Pros (2 types of NWCO's — governmental and private)
Professional contractors (private) — licensed by the IDNR (not employees of DNR)
Some NWCOQ's are very skilled, professional and selective

NWCQO'’s should be licensed/experienced for humane euthanasia




Pros
Free — issued by IDNR Wildlife Biologists or Conservation Police
Cons

few people have the experience to deal with a problem coyote in an urban area

ncerns about by-catch, safety, neighborhood




Develop coyote response plan to deal with coyotes
Determine what a ‘problem coyote’ is in your area
Establish ordinances on feeding wildlife

nity to document problems
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